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Native American Arbor to be dedicated in Golden city park during annual celebration

GOLDEN, Colo., Sept. 25, 2024 – A new Native American Arbor will be dedicated at Golden History Park at 10 a.m. on Sunday, October 6, 2024, during the annual Autumn Fest celebration at 1020 11th Street.

The dedication will be followed by a day of Native American dance demonstrations, drumming, and flute-playing. The celebration also features family-oriented hands-on activities, including crafts, big trucks, and farm animals. Admission is free.

An arbor is a shade structure made from poles and branches to provide shelter and gathering space for special events, ceremonies, and celebrations.

The initiative to construct an arbor at Golden History Park came from a 2023 meeting of the Golden History Museum & Park (GHM&P) Native American Advisory Board, part of the museum’s Indigenous Connections Project. The project seeks to elevate Native American representation and perspective across the museum’s exhibits, programs, and collections.

“Our advisory group wanted a place in Golden to gather, celebrate, and learn. The idea of an arbor was instantly the most popular idea,” Director Nathan Richie recalled. “We’re excited to add this unique structure to our city’s public resources, including the new Native American-curated exhibit which opened in August,” he added.

The arbor was designed by Steve LaPointe and Erlidawn Roy and brought to life by Dane Bayne and Fivestar Construction. The site was first blessed by members of the GHM&P Native American Advisory Board and construction began in late summer 2024.

The arbor posts are made of peeled juniper logs harvested near Ignacio, Colorado, near the Ute reservations. First, the ground was leveled to make a suitable surface, and then the juniper posts were set into concrete casings 2 feet deep. The engineering firm IMEG provided consultation on strength and security of the construction and designed the arbor to withstand winds of up to 150 mph. 

Accessible from all sides, the arbor was oriented to face due east, symbolically important to most tribes representing a new day and new life. It also nearly perfectly faces Castle Rock on South Table Mountain.

Admission to Golden History Park is free and open daily from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Golden History Museum & Park engages and inspires visitors by preserving and sharing Golden’s history.
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