
 

NREL’s Neighborhood Is Growing!  

 

NREL is working on some large expansion initiatives on our campuses to foster more clean 
energy research by developing spaces where new products and technologies can come to 
market. Check out the details below to learn more about each project. 
 
Construction on our new Research and Innovation Laboratory (RAIL) is nearly complete on 
our South Table Mountain Campus. Expected to be completed this spring, RAIL will be a 
flexible, multipurpose lab space that supports cross-disciplinary research in energy efficiency 
and renewable energy technologies. 

 

 

The new Research and Innovation Laboratory on NREL’s South Table Mountain Campus.  

In January 2023, the U.S. Department of Energy took possession of Camp George West—a 
former military base just south of NREL's Golden, Colorado, campus—officially making the 
space a new NREL-managed campus known as the South Table Mountain Energy 
Park (STEP). STEP will be a hub for startups, entrepreneurs, and new innovations to work 
closely with NREL researchers in moving the latest research and products closer to 
commercialization. Managed by NREL, STEP’s building renovations and upgrades 



 

incorporating the latest technology and renewable energy practices will take place while 
preserving the area's historic origins. 

 

 

Buildings on the South Table Mountain Energy Park Campus.    

 

The third project in the works is the Global Energy Park (Glo Park), a nine-acre site the state 
of Colorado plans to develop into the epicenter of collaboration among industry, government, 
and academia to research and create global renewable energy and decarbonization 
technologies. The state of Colorado envisions Glo Park as a global destination for energy 
collaboration with the added benefit of being just south of NREL's Golden, Colorado, campus. 
Stakeholders in the state-led public-private visioning team include representatives from 
federal, state, and local government, nongovernmental organizations, community groups, 
industry and business, higher-education institutions, the U.S. Department of Energy, and 
NREL. Read more about Glo Park at globalenergypark.com. 

 

 

The future site of the state of Colorado's Global Energy Park, just south of NREL's Golden, Colorado, campus. 

 

Stay updated on these campus expansion projects at NREL’s Campus Expansion page. 


