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GOLDEN CIVIC FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES 
GRANT FUNDING FOR “MARV KAY COME IN & PLAY FREE DAY”  

FOR GOLDEN RESIDENTS AT THE GOLDEN COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

“FREE DAY” OF ADMISSIONS CREATED TO INSPIRE WELLNESS AND VOLUNTEERISM  
 

GOLDEN, CO – The Golden Civic Foundation (Foundation), in partnership with the City of 
Golden’s Parks & Recreation Department, today announced the first annual, “Marv Kay Come 
In & Play Free Day” on Saturday, October 8th. Funded by a Golden Civic Foundation 
community grant, the day of free admissions for Golden residents at the Golden Community 
Center was created to inspire and support health and wellness for Golden residents as they 
move back indoors for the winter, highlight the City of Golden's quality, indoor recreation 
opportunities and celebrate volunteerism and the impact of long-time, local civic leader and 
volunteer, Marv Kay.  
 
The Golden Community Center, which opened in 1994 during Marv Kay’s 1988 to 1996 tenure as 
Mayor, is a state-of-the-art recreation facility built to provide residents with health and 
wellness classes, events and activities. As the weather starts to change, Golden residents are 
encouraged to come inside for a free day of admission and enjoy the open gym, a swim in the 
leisure pool – including the water slide and fun water play features, lap swimming in the 25-
meter lap pool, a soak in the hot tub, or a workout in the weight room or cardio theater. 
Residents can also take a climate-controlled walk around the indoor track, or check out 
options for personal training, group fitness classes, and the Front Porch for Active Adults. A 
complete schedule of activities will be available by October 1st at rec.cityofgolden.net. 
 
Kay, who was born in Golden, has made a lasting impact on Golden residents, visitors, 
students, athletes and colleagues via leadership and volunteer roles with the City of Golden, 
Colorado School of Mines, Golden Civic Foundation and numerous other organizations. His 
civic leadership was key to the creation of many of Golden’s most important capital assets. 
As Mayor, Kay, was instrumental in creating GURA (Golden Urban Renewal Authority) and  
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COMMUNITY FREE DAY Continued 
 
facilitating the passage of Golden’s 1% tax for capital improvements directing one penny of 
every dollar towards capital projects that have made a tremendous impact on the vitality of 
Golden. Projects that resulted from this tax include the Golden Community Center; 
improvements to Washington Avenue; the Clear Creek bridges at Washington and Ford 
Streets; many walking trails, including the Clear Creek corridor; the “Linking Lookout Lid” at 
6th Avenue and 19th Street; Golden’s waterpark, The Splash at Fossil Trace; as well as the 
Fossil Trace Golf Club. 
 
“In addition to Marv’s legacy of involvement with so many civic impact projects, it’s not 
surprising that he was instrumental in creating and opening our Golden Community Center,” 
said Golden Civic Foundation Executive Director, Heather Schneider. “Marv has always 
prioritized athletics, as an athlete, coach, college athletic director, civic leader, and the 
importance of health and wellness and the values that athletics inspire. The Foundation is 
excited to be a part of this fun new opportunity to encourage and inspire a healthy, thriving 
community and honor one of Golden's civic, philanthropic, and athletic legends.”  
 
Kay, who was born in Golden, was a 1963 Colorado School of Mines graduate and an All-
American football player who was also awarded a free agent contract with the Denver 
Broncos. He spent 24 years as the Mines Head Football Coach, served as Mines’ Athletic 
Director and headed not only varsity sports, but recreational sports, the school’s mandatory 
physical education program and managed the athletic facility development. In addition to 
being inducted to the Mines and RMAC Athletic Halls of Fame, Kay was also inducted into the 
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame in 2019 as one of the most influential individuals in the state’s 
athletic history.  
 
In celebration of Kay and this new, annual, community event, the Golden Civic Foundation will 
also dedicate a bench at the entrance of the Golden Community Center. A dedication event, 
which is open to the public, will take place on Saturday, October 1st at 9am in the Community 
Center entrance and lobby to honor Kay’s more than 30 years of service to the Golden Civic 
Foundation as a Board Director and 65 plus years to the Golden community.  
 

For more than 50 years, the Golden Civic Foundation has acted “For the Good of Golden” as a  
City of Golden community catalyst, responding to immediate needs and anticipating future 

challenges. Founded in 1970, the Foundation’s primary focus includes civic development, 
community-oriented small business loans and an annual Community & Special Grants Program 

 that has provided more than $6.8 million of funding to non-profit organizations that provide  
social, civic, cultural and education-based services to Golden residents. 

More info at www.GoldenCivicFoundation.org  
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