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A Promising Summer
In the midst of this unusual year, the Colorado Railroad Museum is pleased to
announce a major accomplishment: Rio Grande Southern 4-6-0 steam
locomotive No. 20 will be returning to operation this summer! This 14-year,
$1.5M project is finally wrapping up, with the locomotive’s triumphant return to
steam planned for Saturday, August 1. Join us the weekend of August 1-2 for

rides behind this legendary locomotive, and help celebrate what a determined team of
craftspeople, donors, and numerous supporters can accomplish when they set their minds on a
goal! 

Speaking of goals, we’re moving forward to roll out new experiences designed to help our guests
better engage with the heritage that we preserve and present at the Museum. All summer long,
through Sunday, August 16, we are offering a full slate of Train Rides and special programs
every Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Come enjoy the Museum’s outdoor railyard this
month, and take advantage of these new offerings! 

Day Out With Thomas will be returning to the Colorado Railroad Museum for three weekends in
September! Tickets will go on sale in early August—see details below. With the recent
resurgence of COVID-19 around the U.S., we here at the Colorado Railroad Museum are
carefully planning for reduced capacities to allow for a family-friendly experience that keeps
social distancing and guest safety in mind. And speaking of safety, we have made the difficult
decision to cancel our popular Colorado Rails & Cocktails lecture series for the rest of 2020.
Watch for its return in 2021. 

I’m pleased to report that we’ve received many supportive comments from guests during our first
month of operation following re-opening. Families feel safe visiting the Museum—high praise
in these uncertain times. The biggest changes are, first, we recommend reserving admission and
train rides tickets online, prior to your visit (don’t forget, masks continue to be required for
admission to the Museum). And second, we’re now CLOSED on Mondays. Above all, we remain
committed to preserving and sharing Colorado’s rich railroad heritage.  

We hope to see you soon at the Museum! I wish each and every one of you a wonderful
Independence Day, please stay safe in the meantime!

 
Paul Hammond 
Executive Director 
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Rio Grande
Southern No. 20:
Return to Steam!
August 1-2, 2020
(Members Appreciation Day August 2nd)

Join us for a special celebration on Saturday,
August 1, continuing on Sunday, August 2! After a complex, 14-year restoration process, Rio
Grande Southern steam locomotive No. 20 returns to operation at the Colorado Railroad
Museum. A brief ceremony and banner-breaking at 10 a.m. (Saturday only) will be followed by
Steam Train Rides every half-hour, from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pulled by No. 20, of course! This
will be the locomotive’s first day pulling trains for the public since it last ran in the early 1950s.
Also on hand this day will be Model A and Model T automobiles, antique steam engines and live
steam model trains, plus food and snacks available from local vendors to round out your visit!

Locomotive No. 20 has a colorful history, dating from 1899 and beginning its service life on the
Florence & Cripple Creek narrow gauge line. After the F&CC line ceased operation in 1915, No.
20 was sold to the Rio Grande Southern Railroad in southwestern Colorado. The locomotive
served out its life pulling trains over this quirky, cash-strapped railroad running between Durango
and Ridgway. This is the same railroad that made the “Galloping Goose” railcars famous! In
2006, Rio Grande Southern No. 20 began a journey that would last 14 years and cost over $1.5
million along the way. Come see the finished results this weekend! For more details Click Here.

A Members Appreciation Day will be held on Sunday, August 2. Members will have the
exclusive opportunity to ride aboard newly-refurbished Rio Grande Southern caboose No. 0404
this day, behind locomotive No. 20! (limited seating, first-come, first-served). Invitation-only
evening events will also be taking place this weekend, for those who have donated significant
amounts toward No. 20’s restoration. Contact us with any questions!

Day Out With
Thomas 2020!
Save the Dates! September
12, 13, 19, 20, 26 & 27, 2020
Yes, indeed—the Colorado
Railroad Museum is still
making plans to host Thomas
the Tank Engine and some of
his friends for three weekends
in September! The specific
dates are Saturday and
Sunday, September 12-13, 19-
20, and 26-27. Exact details
about the event will be
released shortly. The planning
this year has taken us a bit
longer! For now, please be assured that our focus is on changing a few things, to ensure a
family-friendly event with social distancing and your safety in mind.

  There will—of course—still be Train Rides pulled by Thomas himself! There will also be plenty
of photo opportunities, including that special picture with Thomas. Food, entertainment, and a
variety of hands-off yet engaging activities will round out the offerings. This year’s theme is
Thomas’ birthday party! (Did you know Thomas the Tank Engine has been delighting his many
friends for 75 years?) And as always, Museum Members will once again have the opportunity to
purchase tickets FIRST!

  Tickets for Day Out with Thomas will go on sale for Museum members beginning Tuesday,
August 4. General Public ticket sales begin Tuesday, August 11. This year, more than ever, we
recommend early advance purchase. Event capacity has been reduced, and availability for
specific dates and times will be much more limited than in past years. Watch for further
announcements later this month! Click Here for the most recent updates about this event.

Every Weekend This
Summer!
Train Rides and Special Offerings
Thursday-Sunday through August 16

This summer, the Colorado Railroad
Museum has something fun planned every
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday
through mid-August! Climb aboard for train

rides all four days each weekend, and enjoy the Museum’s primarily outdoor campus with fresh
air and plenty of rich railroad heritage to enjoy. Here’s a Quick Rundown:

Thursdays: Join us for Thrilling Thursdays 10 a.m. - 2 p.m! Each Thursday features special
guests and demonstrations. (Included with regular Museum Admission).

Fridays: Every Friday, join us for an hour of exploring a different aspect of Colorado’s railroad
history with a themed, guided tour! ($3 per person, in addition to regular Museum Admission).

Saturdays and Sundays: Join us each weekend for Touring the Rails! Volunteers are stationed
at key locations throughout our outdoor Railyard to answer questions and point out some of
railroading’s less obvious but more universal aspects between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. (Included with
regular Museum Admission).

Train Rides: Departing Thursday through Sunday, every half-hour 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Ride aboard
open-air cars pulled by a small but mighty diesel-electric locomotive. ($4 adults, $2 children ages
6-17, in addition to regular Museum Admission. Free for members).

Click Here to learn more about all of these activities, continuing through August 16!

New Online Content
June Programs Available Online Now!

During the month of June, the Colorado
Railroad Museum’s staff team created a
number of new programs that YOU can now
experience online!

Take a detailed YouTube video tour of the
history and function of the Museum’s
turntable, as part of our “Big Train Tour”
series.

Learn about the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe’s Super Chief and its fabled dining experience, and
try your hand at making a recipe for Stuffed Zucchini Andalouse in June’s “Dining on the Rails”
episode.

There are also Roundhouse Tours and more—brought to you each month as part of our new
commitment to reaching all of our many far-flung members and supporters, wherever they are!

Click Here to search June offerings on our website!

Colorado Rails &
Cocktails Update
Season Canceled for 2020, Will Return in
2021

We’ve made the difficult decision to suspend
our Colorado Rails & Cocktails events for the
balance of 2020. These popular in-person
events don’t lend themselves to a virtual

presentation, plus serving wine and beer over the internet is proving to be very, very tricky! More
to the point, we simply don’t have a large enough indoor meeting space to allow for proper and
safe social distancing.

We are planning to bring Colorado Rails & Cocktails back in 2021! In the meantime, we are
coming up with backup plans and expanded facility options, just in case we need to extend social
distancing into next year. Thank you for bearing with us during these challenging times, and
thanks especially to everyone who has attended this event over the past several years. We miss
seeing you!
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© 2015 Gullane (Thomas) Limited

THE POLAR EXPRESS: TM and © Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.              (s15)

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.

17155 W. 44th Avenue 
Golden, CO | 80403 US

This email was sent to bwarden@tablemtn.com. 
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/aiiqpf
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/62jqpf
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/2nlqpf
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/y8mqpf
https://t.e2ma.net/share/outbound/e/qy108b/mb1l9d
https://t.e2ma.net/share/outbound/t/qy108b/mb1l9d
https://t.e2ma.net/share/outbound/f/qy108b/mb1l9d
https://t.e2ma.net/share/outbound/l/qy108b/mb1l9d
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/qajqpf
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/mvkqpf
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/igmqpf
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/e1nqpf
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/utoqpf
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/ampqpf
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1413258/1406112/118822048/240733344/?s=9TTpNWja4WFA9Lg1shnCsMYI4sr-w8aEMyPufukSFx8
https://t.e2ma.net/optout/qy108b/mb1l9d?s=yzjiZ0W5RehpMnxhNkSCB_9Jtr9XOOFNsu8P_Ea1IiI&r=aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHAuZTJtYS5uZXQvYXBwMi9hdWRpZW5jZS9vcHRfb3V0LzE0MTMyNTgvMTQwNjExMi8yNDA3MzMzNDQvP3M9emdKc3dtZG8wYlJfZmUtSjdMdEp0WHJ2S093dHNZTDNPdjdzU3c1NGlfZw%3D%3D
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1413258/1406112.118822048/
https://t.e2ma.net/message/qy108b/mb1l9d
https://t.e2ma.net/message/qy108b/mb1l9d#
https://t.e2ma.net/message/qy108b/bwarden@tablemtn.com
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qy108b/mb1l9d/qeqqpf

