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Soundbites From the Past 
 

This edition of Campfire Chats features several small articles that were created for other publications or       

programs, but have never been shared with our larger audience, plus a farewell from Museum Director 

Steve Friesen, who retires on October 1, 2017.   

 Buffalo Bill loved the West and advocated 
for its preservation.  Even though he got his 
nickname as a buffalo hunter, supplying meat to 
workers on the railroad, he was concerned that 
those who came later were destroying the 
herds.  He wrote in 1883, “The buffalo is actually 
a thing of the past in great regions of the West, 
where, only a few years since, gigantic herds 
were met from day to day.  Their slaughter has 

been criminally large and useless, and no 
hand is raised to stop the utter extinction 
which threatens them.” 
 Buffalo Bill’s concern about the loss of 

the buffalo extended to all wild animals in the 

West.  In 1893 he again wrote, “The rapid dis-

appearance of game of all kinds from our 

mountains, forests and prairies, the wanton 

killing of bear, deer and other wild animals for 

the past few years has been most startling.”  

That year his desire to see a preserve set 

aside led him to the Grand Canyon. He noted 

that “outside of the national park of the Yel-

lowstone, American is devoid of any place for 

the preservation of game.”  His vision was 

ahead of its time, he was not able to establish 

a preserve at the Grand Canyon.  It did finally 

become a national park in 1919, twenty-six 

years later. 
 Buffalo Bill became friends with Theo-

dore Roosevelt and helped with his political 

campaigns.  He also supported the efforts of 

Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot to create na-

tional parks and national forests.  In 1905 he 

opened a lodge just outside of Yellowstone 

National Park, offering lodging and tours of 

the park.  He continued to advocate for wildlife 

and wild areas until his death in 1917. 

BUFFALO BILL AND CONSERVATION OF NATURE 
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 Twenty-two years and two 
months ago I started my first day 
at the Buffalo Bill Museum.  At the 
time I had no idea what lay ahead 
or how long I would stay.   I had 

worked in museums for twenty years but, quite 
frankly, did not know a lot about Buffalo Bill.  But, 
like so many, I had read about him as a child.  
Among my first tasks was to learn as much about 
Buffalo Bill as I could as quickly as I could.  What I 
read pleased me; Buffalo Bill was someone I could 
admire and promote.  And that is what I have done 
ever since. 
 Today it is an honor but still feels a bit strange 
when people call me a Buffalo Bill historian, or even 
more than that, a Buffalo Bill expert.  But I guess 
after twenty-two years, how could I not be.  I have 
learned a lot during those years.  They have been 
great years, with so many wonderful experiences 
and the opportunity to meet so many wonderful 
people.  As I look to retirement on October 1, I an-
ticipate it as a transition to new experiences while 
treasuring my past experiences.  And, of course, 
continuing all of the great connections and friend-
ships I have been able to cultivate while at the 
Buffalo Bill Museum. 
 Not long after I started, a museum friend asked 
me when I was going to leave and get a job at a real 
museum.   By then I knew I was working at a real 
museum, I just had to demonstrate it to everyone 
else.  With a small but dedicated staff we began that 
process.  We didn’t just address our problems, we 
adopted excellence as a goal. That’s not the sort of 
goal that you ever completely achieve, but we have 
often come very close.    

We had fun with exhibits like “A Century of 
Celebrity Cowboy Hats,” ““Boot Hill: Cowboy Boots 
on Lookout Mountain,” and, most recently, our 
100th anniversary exhibit “A Better Place Could 
Hardly Have Been Chosen.”  We even received 
recognition from the American Association of Muse-

ums for the exhibit labels in ”Heroes and Villains of 
the Old West.”  In the last decade we have added 
new permanent exhibits “The Buffalo Bill Story” and 
“A Visit to the Wild West,” both of which have gar-
nered high praise from visitors.  Working on all of the 
exhibits has been so rewarding. 
 Exhibits and every other aspect of the museum’s 
operation have benefitted immensely from a ten-
year process of computerizing the collections cata-
log, including creating digital images of everything in 
the collection.  Today most of our photos can be 
seen on a searchable database on our website.  That 
database, and the computerization that enabled, it 
has definitely helped us raise our stature as a muse-
um, making us a go-to institution for scholars and 
publications all over the world.    In the last decade 
we have assisted with the creation of over 20 books 
and many magazine articles, providing information 
and images from our collection and our research 
files. 
 Thanks to Johnny Baker and my predecessors, 
the museum had an outstanding collection when I 
arrived.   With my book “Buffalo Bill:  Scout, Show-
man, Visionary” I sought to promote that collection 
as well as tell an entertaining and accurate story of 
William F. Cody’s life.  An enjoyable part of my work 
at the museum has included adding to the collection, 
finding such gems as a medal presented to Annie 
Oakley by Queen Victoria, the first serialized story by 
Ned Buntline about “Buffalo Bill:  King of the Border-
men” and photos of Buffalo Bill wearing and using 
items in our collection.  Recently we were able to 
add a very rare first program (1883) for Buffalo Bill’s 
Wild West to the collection. 
 Over the years we have done all sorts of inter-
esting programs, ranging from staging a wild west 
show to hosting buffalo barbecues.  This year we 
have joined with museums and organizations all over 
the metro area to observe the 100th anniversary of 
Buffalo Bill’s death and burial.  Through all of these 
years I have had the honor to work with a museum 
staff and volunteers, as well as our concessionaire 

A FOND FAREWELL 
- Steve Friesen 
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 Buffalo Bill participated in and promoted the 
work of a variety of civically-minded organizations 
during his lifetime.  As a veteran of the Union Ar-
my, he was a member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, the first veterans’ advocacy organization 
and a predecessor to the American Legion and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.  Originally planned to 
be held on Memorial Day, his burial on Lookout 
Mountain was postponed at the request of the 
GAR so it would not conflict with veteran’s pa-
rades. 
 Buffalo Bill was one of the charter members 
of the North Platte Masonic lodge when it was 
founded in 1869 and continued his association 
with the Masons throughout his life.  During the 
1887 - 1888 tour of England he was welcomed 
with open arms by his fellow Masons, who invited 
him to a number of special dinners and events.  In 
1894 he became a 32 Degree Mason of the New 
York City Consistory.  As a Master Mason, Buffalo 
Bill also became a lifetime member of the Tangier 
Temple of the Shriners in Omaha.  Buffalo Bill’s 
path back to North Platte after his journeys fre-
quently included stops in Omaha.  He joined the 
Omaha Elks Lodge in 1897 and remained a mem-
ber throughout the rest of his life.   Artifacts asso-
ciated with these membership can be seen at the 
Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave on Lookout Moun-
tain. 
 Buffalo Bill’s funeral on January 14, 1917 was 

held at Denver Elks Lodge Number 17.  When he 

was buried on Lookout Mountain on June 3, 1917, 

the services were conducted by the Masons’ Gold-

en City Lodge Number 1.   

 

Bill Carle and his staff, that have had utmost 
dedication and determination to ensure that our 
programs do Buffalo Bill proud. 
 But now it is time to move on.  I leave know-
ing there are some things I hoped to do but was 
not able to accomplish.  For example, the muse-
um very much needs either a new building or a 
good deal of renovation to its existing building.   
That and any other loose ends will be up to who-
ever is my successor.  And that person will surely 
come in with new ideas and new approaches.  I 
will remain in the Denver area, doing research 
and writing, occasionally consulting for muse-
ums, hiking and traveling.  And yes, traveling to 
the top of Lookout Mountain now and then to 
enjoy the view, visit my friends, and see what 
exciting new things are happening. 

Farewell, continued … 

 Meet Buffalo Bill  
 Trick Shooting by Annie Oakley  
 American Indian Beading Demos 
 Live Artillery Fire! 

BUFFALO BILL AND  
CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS 
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Buffalo Bill’s attitude toward women 
was very progressive for his time.  He advo-
cated for woman’s suffrage and knew Susan 
B. Anthony.  He not only favored women’s 
suffrage, but spoke on behalf of other wom-
en’s rights, including equal employment op-
portunity.   In an 1898 interview he stated 
 

   “Every year, every month, yes, eve-
ry day, sees new fields opening up to 
women, and it does me good.  I like to 
see ‘em get out and hustle.  These 
fellows who prate about the women 
taking their places make me laugh.  If 
the women can get ‘em, let ‘em have 
‘em.  They deserve what they get.  Let 
the fellows get up and get something 
else to do.“  
 
 

Buffalo Bill’s support of women’s rights 
came through clearly in his show, Buffalo 
Bill’s Wild West.  Imagine what impact the 
skillful and independent cowgirls of the Wild 
West had on the communities they visited.  
Like Annie Oakley they were able to do eve-
rything a man did and often better.  They also 
rode with split skirts and loose pants, which 
helped encourage women’s liberation from 
the long heavy dresses and tight corsets that 
were the standard for Victorian America.   
 A special section in the 1899 program for 

Buffalo Bill’s Wild West specifically addressed 

women’s rights.  In the piece Buffalo Bill reit-

erated that he supported women getting the 

vote, as well as other rights.  He stated, 

“What we want to do is give our women 

more liberty than they have.  Let them do 

any kind of work that they see fit, and if they 

do it as well as men give them the same pay.” 

BUFFALO BILL ON WOMEN’S RIGHTS 
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 Buffalo Bill was a staunch supporter of 
women’s rights and as such advocated that 
women should be able to vote.  On many 
occasions he declared himself a 
“suffragist” and frequently spoke out for 
woman’s suffrage in interviews.  Here are 
excerpts from several newspaper articles 
of the day. 

    If women are good enough for 
mothers, they are plenty good 
enough to have a say as to how 
this country should be run. 
       -1911 

     I have studied this woman 
suffrage question where it is 
working out West and where I 
have seen women vote they use 
excellent judgement.  They in-
variably vote the right ticket.  
Yes, I believe in woman 
suffrage. 

              -1898 

     I’d like to know of any oth-
er boy t’other side of a plain 
idiot who didn’t go to his 
mother with all his troubles 
and who didn’t take her say 
as settling the matter for 
good and all.  I have lived for 
well on to the three-score 
and, by Jove, I’ll be hanged if 
I don’t think that same moth-
er, if she were living, would 
have a better right to the bal-
lot than most of the men I 
know. 
             -1911 

 
     From my personal experience it 
has been a success wherever it 
has been tried out, and I believe it 
will be only a few years when the 
women in every state in the Unit-
ed States will vote. 
       -1916 

BUFFALO BILL AND WOMAN’S SUFFRAGE 
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During its thirty years of operation, from 
1883 to 1913, Buffalo Bill’s Wild West employed 
a wide range of people with different ethnic and 
national backgrounds as well as diverse talents.  
They performed in the arena, acted in the side 
shows, sold souvenirs, and made sure the big 
show operated without a hitch.   
At its largest Buffalo Bill’s Wild West employed 
650 persons, from the performers to canvasmen 
(to erect the tents) to everyone else needed to 
maintain the show.  

Buffalo Bill’s Wild West was a place 
where these diverse peoples mingled and coop-
erated.  It began in 1883 with Mexican Vaquer-
os, Cowboys, Cowgirls, Indians and Buffalo Sol-
diers all working side by side.   

 

In 1893, the show was expanded to in-
clude the Congress of Rough Riders of the 
World.  That featured horsemen and horsewom-
en from all over the world.  Cossacks, Arabs, 
Gauchos, Japanese cavalrymen, and even Hawai-
ian warriors performed in the show.   

Buffalo Bill’s Wild West combined with 
Pawnee Bill’s Far East in 1909, bringing even 
more diverse peoples to the show. By 1910 the 
combination included representatives from eve-
ry continent but Antarctica.  Chinese acrobats 
joined Australian aborigines and whirling Der-
vishes.  And, as the Cleveland Plain Dealer noted 
in 1908, they were all able to “break bread in 
harmony.”  Historian Paul Reddin has described 
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West as “a demonstration of 
harmonious international living.” 

BUFFALO BILL AND DIVERSITY 
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 Buffalo Bill’s Wild West represented In-

dians as the original Americans.  Advertising 

posters for the show frequently had the visage 

of an Indian with the title “The American.” A 

man of his times, Cody felt the Indians had to 

make way for development of the West.  But 

at the same time he admired the Indians’ cul-

ture and advocated for their rights.  He had 

little trouble recruiting them to be part of his 

Wild West.  There were few resentments held 

against him by his former foes, who he always 

treated honorably.  It was a simple proposition 

for them, they had been enemies, and now 

they weren’t.  Participation in the Wild West 

gave them an opportunity to leave the reserva-

tion, earn money, and preserve a culture that 

was being taken away from them. 

 In 1890 Buffalo Bill wrote,  “The defeat of 

Custer was not a massacre.  The Indians were 

being pursued by skilled fighters with orders to 

kill.  For centuries they had been hounded from 

the Atlantic to the Pacific and back again.  They 

had their wives and little ones to protect and 

they were fighting for their existence.” 
 He followed up on these sentiments by set-

ting up meetings between the Indian leaders in 

his show and political leaders when the show 

was in Washington, D.C.  At the meetings, the 

representatives of the tribes were able to plead 

their case for better conditions and more free-

dom on the reservations.  One leader of the 

Lakota, Short Bull, said that Buffalo Bill “was 

not our enemy.  He was our friend.”  

BUFFALO BILL AND THE AMERICANS 
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Since 1989, Scientific and Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) 

has distributed funds from a 1/10 of 1% sales and use tax to 

cultural facilities throughout the seven-county Denver metro-

politan area. The funds support cultural facilities whose prima-

ry purpose is to enlighten and entertain the public through the  

production, presentation,  exhibition, advancement and preser-

vation of art,  music, theatre, dance, zoology, botany, natural 

history and cultural history.  

 
Buffalo Bill  

Museum & Grave 
 
 

987 1/2 Lookout Mountain Road 
Golden, CO  80401 

Phone:  303-526-0744; FAX: 303-526-0197 
Email: buffalobill.museum@denvergov.org 

www.buffalobill.org  

 
2017 events  

 
September 17 

  Buffalo Bill’s Fall Roundup  
 

DECEMBER 3 
  Christmas with Cody  

 

 On April 26, 1872, Buffalo Bill scouted for a company of 
the Third Cavalry which was in pursuit of a group of Indians.  
Cody discovered their camp on the Loup River in Nebraska and 
led the cavalry against them.  He then pursued several who 
rode away.  His commanding officer Captain Meinhold said 
about the incident, “Mr. William Cody’s reputation for bravery 
and skill as a guide is so well established that I need not say 
anything else but that he acted in his usual manner.”  In this 
case his usual manner earned him the Medal of Honor from 
Congress on May 22. 
 Since Cody had been a civilian scout under contract with 

the Army, his Medal of Honor was rescinded a month after his 

death in 1917.  The family, however, kept the medal and gave 

it to Johnny Baker for his museum on Lookout Mountain.  Sev-

enty-two years later, on January 12, 1989, Cody’s name was 

put back on the rolls for the Medal of Honor.  The justification 

for the reinstatement concluded that the difference between 

his contract as a scout and enlistment as a soldier was not 

enough to negate the actions for which he received the medal 

in the first place.   The medal is still on exhibit at the Buffalo 

Bill Museum and Grave. 

BUFFALO BILL AND THE MEDAL OF HONOR 


